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£2.4bn worth of
improvements

LIRS

GUARDIAN |
4 APRIL 2007

Mark Milner

Network Rail is to spend £2.4bn over the
next two years expanding Britain’s rail-
ways — the biggest outlay since before
privatisation — to ease overcrowding.

Hundreds of platforms willbe extended
and new ories built, new track laid, speed
limits raised and capacity added through
signalling scliemes, John Armitt, Network
Rail chief executive, said yesterday.

Network Rail said it would spend £5.3bn
this year on infrastructure including
almost £2.8bn on renewals, just over £1bn
onmaintenance, £368m on the west coast
mainline and alriiost £1.1bn on expanding
capacity. “For the first time on record, over
£1bn per year will be spent on expanding
and growing the railway network,” Mr
Armitt said. Spending over the past 12
years has averaged around £500m a year,
according to Network Rail. British Rail did
not keep figures before privatisation.

- B The rail industry has been under pres-
i sute to reduce overcrowding, with pas-
- sengers complaining about paying higher
oy fares while facing cramped conditions.
i The government has pledged another
A 1,000 carriages and the 900 projects budg-
= eted for the next two years’ enhancement
f?ﬁ% spending include extended platforims for
M? longer trains, to be in service from 2009.

i
i

Other schemes include a £214m new
line from Airdrie to Bathgate in Scot-
land; new platforms at Bristol Parkway,
Manchester Airport, Newport and King’s

Work at King’s Cross will

complement the new Cross, and £109m to prepare for the 2012
Eurostar terminal at St Olympics. Overall, Network Rail plans to
Pancras (above) spend £400m on Olympic rail links.

Fi nge Plansinclude thousands more car park-

ing spaces for park-and-ride commuters.
Network Rail said it would fund £1.73bn
of the enhancements, with the remain-
der from the Department for Transport,
Transport Scotland, the Welsh Assembly,
passenger transport executives, councils,
and port, freight and train operators.
Anthony Smith, chief executive of
Passenger Focus, said: “At last we have
broken free from simply maintaining and
replacing track and signals and are mov-
ing towards expanding the network.”
Transport 2000, which has been running
a “sardine man” campaign to highlight

Marichester aitporte

- New platforms overcrowding, said that although the
EISH’I programme did not represent new money,

: “for the first time in decades there will be

‘ Eis‘t Midiands Parkviay new pla‘gforms built, platform e)}itensions,
Newiattion and station and track upgrades”.

£2 Am Bob Crow, general secr eLary ofthe RMT,

o ° : said the programme was “a good start

towards the massive increase in capacity

that our railways need if we are to meet

the climate challenge and get people out

King's Cross . .Grays of cars and aeroplanes and on to trains”.
" e ol Extra platform| | Platform extensions However, Chris Grayling, the shadow
Newport ¢ © £15m £3m transport secretary, said the schemes had
New platform 4 prisrol parkway 3 already been announced and some were
£5mM  Newplatforms near completion. “It is disingenuous to
v £10m . he / claim the company is embarking on a
d St Pancras - ‘East London

major new plan of activity in this way.”
Mr Armitt said the separate £3.6bn

Thameslink upgrade and other large

projects remained under development.

Thameslink station  Olympic schermes

E78M . £109m
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Rail users face years of price rises to
pay for solutions to overcrowding

£1bn earmarked to buy
1,000 more carriages

Industry insiders say
urgent action needed

Dan Milmo
Transpott correspondent

Rail passengers face annualinflation-bust-
ing farerisesinto the next decadeafter the
government announced a £1bn invest-
ment in carriages to ease overcrowding.
A passenger watchdog said yesterday it
expected season ticket prices torise by at
least 1% above inflation for the foreseeable
future to fund the expansion of the over-
loaded rail network.

Douglas Alexander, the transport sec-
retary, said the government would buy
1,000 extra train carriages between 2009
and 2014 to ease sardine-like conditions
on the worst affected routes.

Farepayers contributed £4.8bn to the
upkeep of the rail network last year amid
mounting passenger anger over ticket
costs and lack of seating. Yesterday they
were warned that the solution to over-
crowding would come at a price.

Therail watchdog Passenger Focus said
that commuters’ pockets would have to
deepen torecoup expenditure on new car-
riages, longer platforms and other infra-
structureimprovements toaccommodate
rising passenger numbers.

Asked ifthe price regime of RPI plus 1%
wouldstayin place, Anthony Smith, chief
executive of Passenger Focus, said: “That

will be the minimum ... Over time the RPI
plus 1% pricing does build up into quite
significant increases. We are still worried
that the price increases we are seeing are
excluding people from the railway.”

Mr Alexander said that investment
in lengthening station platforms and
other infrastructure schemes would be
announced in the summer when the
Department for Transport published a
five-year plan for the rail network along-
side details of the routes getting new car-
riages, with London and the south-east
the most obvious candidates.

Speaking at a rail conference in Lon-
don, he said: “Money will still have to be
accounted for and our budget will remain
tight. Ourimmediate challenge is to tackle
capacity tomeet futuredemand. These new
carriages are an important first step.”

The carriages will be funded out of the
DfT rail budget, but the government will
expecttorecoup the cost fromtrain opera-
torsasrising passenger numbersand fares
boost their revenues. Network Rail, the
company that owns and maintains the rail
system, willalso passinfrastructure costs
on to operators — and ultimately fare-
payers — via track access charges.

Railindustryinsidersattacked the delay
in introducing new carriages, not to be
available until near the end of the decade

30%

The expected rise
in train journeys
by 2020. The
planned invest-
ment may not be
enough, the indus-
try warns

at the earliest. Train leasing firms, which
acquire carriages from manufacturers and
lease them to train operators, believe at
least 500 carriages are needed to address
overcrowding problems immediately.

With train usage expected to grow by
30% up to 2020, yesterday’s announce-
ment might not be enough to accommo-
date passenger growth by 2014, industry
sources said.

Julia Thomas, of the campaign group
Transport 2000, warned that with passen-
ger growth running at nearly 10% a year,
theinvestment would not cut overcrowd-
ing on a rail network that accounted for
1.1bn passenger journeys last year.

Chris Grayling, the shadow transport
secretary, said theannouncementignored
the scale of the overcrowding, which had
led toa passenger fare strike on First Great
Western thisyear. “Thekey problemisthat
the government is saying there is an over-
crowding crisis and there will be lots of
new carriages, but not until 2014. It looks
like a ‘jam tomorrow’ announcement.”

Tain Coucher, deputy chiefexecutive of
Network Rail, suggested the government
would back the £1bn carriage investment
byspending many billions of pounds more
oninfrastructure. He said the government
was prepared torelease funds fora £3.5bn
overhaul of the former Thameslink route,
which runs from Brighton to Bedford via
central London and is one of the most
overcrowded routes on the network.

The Department for Transport s to out-
line its requirements for the rail network
and the amount of money it is willing to
commit in a statement this summer.

guardian.co.ult/transport »
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Rail services '88% over capacnty

Some train routes in
England and Wales are
running at almost double
capacity, according to new(§i
research. i

The 0759 Durham to
Newcastle service tops the
list, sometimes operating at
88% above capacity,
according to environmental
group Transport 2000.

Ra:lpassengers often have to stand on
their daily commute

Also highlighted were the 0718 Cambridge to London and

0753 Eccleston Park to Liverpool Lime Street, both often
at 85% over capacity.

The Department for Transport has said it will add 1,000
carriages by 2014,

MOST OVERCROWDED ROUTES

Durham to Newcastle (0759) -
88%

Cambridge to London Liverpool
Street (0718) - 85%

Eccleston Park to Liverpool Lime
Street (0753) - 85%

Cardiff to Maesteg (1721) - 78%
Humphrey Park to Manchester
Oxford Road (0814) - 75%
Morpeth to Newcastle (0800) -
58%

Barnsley to Leeds (0731) - 57%
Sheffield to Leeds (0714) - 53%
Sutton to Luton (1644) - 50%
Northampton to Birmingham
New Street (0726) - 45%

Julia Thomas, Transport
2000's public transport
campaigner, said: "It's very
easy to blame rail operators
for overcrowding problems,
but actually a lot of it is
down to the government's
rail policy.

"They have issued 'no
growth' franchises for the
past 10 years and they've
been promoting a policy of
fare hikes to get people to
travel off-peak, but
passengers really don't have that much flexibility.

"In addition, the very short time periods covered by
franchise agreements does not encourage any
infrastructure investment by the rail operators."

The group said it is gathering evidence to send to
Transport Secretary Douglas Alexander ahead of the
government's expected major rail strategy report this
summer.

A DfT spokesman said: "The government has acted and
will continue to act to provide additional capacity.

"We've improved capacity in recent franchise contracts,
and invested billions in major upgrades of the network.

"A fortnight ago we announced that we plan to add 1,000
extra carriages on the network - an increase of 10%. The
first of the new trains will be put into use as soon as
possible on the busiest parts of the network.

"And that is not the end of the story, as Transport 2000
are aware. Our rail strategy, to be published this
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